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The travel industry hates the press, can’t stand whingers — but is great for making a few quid.

And if global warming continues it will soon be very different. Louise Longman, Juliet Dennis

and Martin Lane report from the Institute of Travel and Tourism conference in Qatar

Bleak forecast for travel

BBC weather forecaster Michael Fish
has warned global warming will revolu-
tionise travel in the next 30 years.

Speaking at the Institute of Travel and
Tourism conference in Qatar, Fish told
delegates rising temperatures will make
the majority of European ski resorts
extinct and summer sun favourites in
the Mediterranean uncomfortably hot
for UK visitors.

He claimed the rising demand for
travel will increase air pollution and
called on tour operators to persuade the
public to take more eco-friendly holidays.

“If we do nothing it’s going to get

North America: greater
storm risk on the Pacific coast
combined with higher rainfall.

worse at an increasing rate. Even if we
all stopped driving cars it would take
100 years to get back to where we were
80 years ago.”

He added last week’s record rise in oil
prices might be a good thing in the long
term by bringing home the message that
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Southern parts of the UK: at
last, some good news.

“If we do nothing it’s
going to get worse at an
increasing rate”

“something has to be done about
burning fossil fuels”.

Fish painted a grim picture of the
future (see map) in which the only win-
ners are likely to be domestic operators
to southern parts of the UK.

He predicted operators will have to
adapt to changes in seasonality by offer-
ing more indoor attractions and explor-
ing alternative ski destinations including

Greenland and Alaska. He also claimed
insurance premiums will increase as
rising temperatures increase the threat
of illness, with malaria spreading across
southern Spain.

TUI UK managing director Chris Mot-
tershead said the predictions were “so far
away” it was difficult to react now, but
he’d already seen a 25% drop in visitors
to the Balearics due to the wetter winters.

“It’s a sad endorsement of the way the
human race has lived,” he said.
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Scotland: no skiing. A
wetter, windier climate

European ski resorts: today, ski
resorts above 4,625 ft enjoy

Fish: industry must act soon

Mediterranean: rising summer
temperatures will lead to heat stress

Warmer, drier, more reliable

with less sunshine. No

reliable snowfall, but thanks to and death, poor air quality, water

summers. More bearable
temperatures than today's

More hurricanes along the
eastern seaboard and even

longer the ideal golfing
destination.

global warming, only those above
6,000 ft will have guaranteed

shortages, forest fires and outbreaks
of malaria. Southeast Spain can

into Canada. summer sun favourites with snow - and there are few resorts expect drier summers but winters
less risk of disease. in Europe that high. wetter than the UK.
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Brazil: rainforests
under threat from
logging and declining
rainfall. The drying
up of the Iguacu
C~— Falls, and beach
erosion.

The Mves: many of the

Maldives’ 1,190 coral atolls are

, |only one metre above sea level,
leaving them extremely

vulnerable to rising sea levels.

- 4 Fish predicts a “sizeable

‘ proportion” could be submerged
i

r_i'tbq next 30 years.
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Florida and the Caribbean:
rising sea levels will drown
the Everglades. Coral
bleaching. More violent
hurricanes, flooding, beach
erosion and tropical diseases.
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increased droughts, higher risk
of floods affecting
infrastructure. Changing
migration and breeding habits
of animals altering the

- distribution of wildlife with a
potentially damaging impact on
safari business.

Australia: storm surges and
cyclones. The Great Barrier
Reef is dying due to global
warming. Rising incidents of
bush fire, skin cancer, heat
stress and tropical diseases.

How the tourist's world
could look in the future
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